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Category Satisfactory
The thesis statement attempts to articulate
Thesis the main argument, but may be somewhat

vague or lack focus.
The thesis statement contains some
wordiness or unnecessary complexity,
detracting from its impact.
The thesis statement is present in the essay
but is either placed too late or buried within a
paragraph, affecting the clarity of the
introduction.
Some background is present, but it may lack

Exposition depth or have only a loose connection to the
main topic.
The exposition has moments of clarity, but
some explanations are confusing or the
language is overly complex.
Some key terms are defined, but definitions
might be incomplete or use overly technical
language.
The argument structure shows some

Argument organization, but there might be logical jumps

or a lack of clear connections between points.

The argument includes some evidence, but
the evidence might be limited, questionable,
or not fully address the opposing viewpoints.

The argument shows some logical reasoning,
but there might be inconsistencies or fallacies
that weaken its validity. It might not address
opposing viewpoints adequately.

The introduction attempts to introduce the
topic, but lacks a clear focus or a well-defined
thesis statement.

Organization

Body paragraphs might show some
connection to the thesis, but the organization
is inconsistent or the transitions are abrupt.

The conclusion attempts to summarize the

arguments, but lacks a clear restatement of
the thesis or leaves the reader with a weak
ending.




